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Bringing a Business Court 
to the 20th Judicial Circuit



KEVIN F. JURSINSKI, B.C.S.
• Triple Florida Board Certified Attorney in 

Real Estate, Business Litigation, and 
Construction Litigation

• AV* Rated Attorney by Martindale-Hubbell
• 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014 & 2015 “Super 

Lawyer” Recognition
• More than 30 years experience of practicing 

law, buying and selling residential and 
commercial real property in Lee County.

• Licensed Florida Real Estate Agent
• Developer of Deed in Reduction©,

A Strategic Default and Foreclosure 
Program

• Email: Kevin@KFJLaw.com
*AV Rating: Signifies that a Lawyer has reached the
height of Professional Excellence; Highest Levels of Skills
and Integrity



Business Court Outline

1. Lee and Collier Population Growth
2. 20th Judicial Circuit Business Growth
3. Business Court as Concept to Address 

Growth and Needs of Business 
Community

4. Business Court Concept as to Attract New 
Business

5. Business Court “Business Model”



Business Court Outline
6. Key Benefits of Business Court
7. Costs for a New Circuit Judge – Business Court
8. Certified Need for Circuit Position and Historical 

Request for 15 Years with Dismal Approvals and 
Funding

9. Florida Bar’s Advocacy of Specialization/Certification 
by Florida Attorneys

10. Attracting Businesses to Southwest Florida
11. Equal Footing with other Major Areas in the State
12. Proactive Approach to be in front of other Florida areas 

(Jacksonville, Tallahassee, West Palm Beach, Sarasota)
13. Judicial Statements on Business Courts



Lee and Collier 
counties rated in 
the top 10 of the 
nation’s fastest-
growing metro 
areas based on 
population from 
July 2013-July 
2014









4.9%
1. Naples-Immokalee-
Marco Island

The Naples metro area 
tops the list for 
expected growth in 
2016
Source: U.S. Conference of Mayors with IHS Global 
Insight

4.5%
4. Cape Coral-
Fort Myers

The Fort Myers 
metro area is in 
the top 5 for 
expected growth 
in 2016



50%
The State of Florida 
makes up half of the 
areas in the U.S. that 
will see growth next 
year
Source: U.S. Conference of Mayors with IHS Global 
Insight



“A prominent 
corporate relocation 
firm, New Jersey-based 
The Boyd Co., recently 
named Estero one of 
three top regional 
locations for  a 
hypothetical 
administrative 
operation with 500 
employees…”

August 7, 2015



“The good news: 
Naples is the top 
place in the U.S. for 
job growth through 
2017.

August 14, 2015



• “Florida Fuel 
Connection plans to 
invest $300 million in 
Hendry Co. to build a 
new facility to 
distribute petroleum 
products.”

August 14, 2015



Gov. Scott: State nearly out of money to lure jobs
Gov. Rick Scott, reigniting a budget fight with the Republican-
controlled Florida Legislature, says the state is nearly out of money 
to lure companies to Florida.

Scott and Enterprise Florida officials say the state has only about $9 
million left in the main account it uses to offer incentives for
companies. Bill Johnson, the president and CEO of Enterprise 
Florida, said that money will likely be gone in weeks.

“We will not able to get deals done going forward,” Scott said.

August 20, 2015



Business Court
• Florida Trend magazine chose Lee County as its 

featured Florida community in November 2013. 
• The article showcases the efforts of community leaders 

to draw attention to the benefits of operating a business 
in our area and to encourage businesses to relocate here.  

• Lee County and local business leaders have spent a 
great deal of time and public funds in the past few years 
in this endeavor. The results are now paying off - major 
national and international companies are relocating their 
businesses to Lee County. 



Business Court
• Southwest Florida has always demonstrated a 

favorable business climate and welcomes  
businesses to its community

• I suggest that an additional tool be considered to 
attract these companies to Southwest Florida: A 
dedicated Business Court serving the 20th

Judicial Circuit that would specialize and handle 
only business related legal matters. 





Business Court Business Model
• The Business Court concept has been a growing trend 

nationally and internationally.  

• In Florida, Business Court programs have been 
developed in Orlando, Miami, Tampa and Fort 
Lauderdale and have reaped benefits for those areas.  

• According to an article from the Judicial Studies Institute 
Journal, “Commercial Courts: A Twenty First Century 
Necessity”, an area that has a Business Court provides a 
strong inducement for national and international 
companies to relocate to that particular area.

• That could be the 20th Judicial Circuit 



Benefits of Business Court
• Expertise – A Business Court that handles 

strictly business related matters develops 
expertise, experience and knowledge in those 
areas.

• Efficiency – A Business Court develops a 
judiciary whose sole responsibilities are business 
related matters with the result that judicial 
functions are performed more rapidly and 
efficiently. A cost savings to the taxpayer.



Benefits of Business Court
• Resource Availability – By being more 

efficient in handling business related cases, 
Business Courts free up additional time for 
judges to handle other court related needs, 
providing better service for everyone who 
utilizes the court system. 

• Stability – There would be more consistency 
and predictability based upon a Judge’s prior 
rulings on business related legal issues.



Benefits of Business Court
• Recruitment & Commerce - As important as 

the other  factors are to provide an immediate 
benefit to our community, it has been shown 
that a Business Court can result in businesses 
being recruited to an area since they know that 
a specialized Business Court is in place to 
resolve business disputes. 



Costs for a Business Court
• Fiscal Year 2015-2016
• Judgeship = $286,408
• Two additional law clerks = $147,022

TOTAL = $433,430

Source: Scott Wilsker, Court Administrator for 20th Judicial Circuit





The Florida Bar and
Business Court

• The Florida Bar advocates that attorneys specialize and 
become certified in particular areas of the law in order to 
better serve their clients.  

• Similarly, the judges who serve on the Business Court 
would be specialized in the area of business law, better 
assisting our current business community, litigants and 
attorneys and making our Court System more efficient. 



Attracting Businesses to Southwest Florida
• Lee and Collier Counties have spent a great deal of 

money targeting certain businesses and providing public 
fund to encourage businesses to relocate to our 
community. 

• Some of those investments have proven to be effective 
(Hertz) and some have not (VR Labs/$5M Vacant 
Building). 

• The investment in a Business Court would provide 
immediate benefits and eliminate some of the risk of 
distributing public funds to start-up companies.



Equal Footing
• If the current approach was supplemented along with a Business 

Court, our community would be on equal footing with other 
communities that have embraced this concept and are already 
attracting businesses to their areas. 

• Other Florida Circuits may be considering the Business Court 
model

• National and international companies looking to relocate or 
expand would not only recognize the natural benefits of this area 
but recognize the forward thinking business climate with a 
Business Court to serve Southwest Florida. 



Business Court Concept
“The most challenging, most rewarding, 
best lawyering experience I have ever 

had in my 24 years as a Judge.”

- Judge Jeffrey Streitfeld, 
Business Court Judge 

Broward County



Business Court Inspiration
“Business Court has been 

the highlight of my Judicial 
Career.  The best lawyers 

bringing the most 
interesting cases both 
legally and factually.”

-Judge Alice L. Blackwell,
Business Court Judge
Orange County, FL



Links to Articles
• http://www.news-press.com/story/news/local/2015/03/26/lee-

collier-population-growth-top-nationally/70466980/

• http://www.businessobserverfl.com/section/detail/site-selector-
singles-out-estero/

• http://www.businessobserverfl.com/section/detail/hendry-back-in-
focus/

• http://www.businessobserverfl.com/section/detail/lots-of-help-
wanted-in-naples/

• http://www.news-press.com/story/news/local/2015/08/20/gov-
scott-state-nearly-money-lure-jobs/32090949/

• http://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2015-06-19/these-18-
cities-will-see-the-most-economic-growth-next-year


